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By Early Victorianism is meant that of the old Forsytes,
already on the wane in 1886 ; what has survived, and
potently, is the Victorianism of Soames and his generation,
more self-conscious, but not sufficiently self-conscious to
be either self-destructive or self-forgetful. It is against
the background of this more or less fixed quantity that we
can best see the shape and colour of the present intensely
self-conscious and all-questioning generation. The old
Forsytes—Old Jolyon, Swithin and James, Roger, Nicholas
and Timothy—lived their lives without ever asking whether
life was worth living. They found it interesting, very
absorbing from day to day, and even if they had no very
intimate belief in a future life, they had very great faith
in the progress of their own positions, and in laying up
treasure for their children. Then came Young Jolyon and
Soames and their contemporaries, who, although they had
imbibed with Darwinism and the 'Varsities, definite doubts
about a future life, and sufficient introspection to wonder
whether they themselves were progressing, retained their
sense of property and their desire to provide for, and to
live on in their progeny. The generation which came in
when Queen Victoria went out, through new ideas about
the treatment of children, because of new modes of loco-
motion, and owing to the Great War, has decided that
everything requires re-valuation. And, since there is,
seemingly, very little future before property, and less before
life, is determined to live now or never, without bothering
about the fate of such offspring as it may chance to have.
Not that the present generation is less fond of its children
than were past generations—human nature does not change
on points so elementary—but when everything is keyed to
such pitch of uncertainty, to secure the future at the
expense of the present no longer seems worth while.
This is really the fundamental difference between the

